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Still Looking Up, Even When
We 0re Ground,

Wedve been gettina far more
tether practice than most of us
would choose, but that is part ¢
life in ballooning. Mother Natur,
always has a mind of her own,
and this season she has not be
especially interested in letting
hot air balloons drift serenely

across the West. Between fog 3
the Sonoma County Classic an A
wind at two recent eventsi M
Wi ngs 6n Wheels in Lincoln, AC2026i flor ni a, an% 65586'? i n
has asked us to be patient, flexible, and very good at finding the fun on the
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ground. ZéFVQ(D b2® .
Flags Out at Lincoln XTE&GS5C
The Lincoln Regional Airportds Wirgs———iiree-j=g—yet K e n

where the balloons stood briefly, but the wind quickly made spectator safelyZOOM BOARD MEETING
the deciding factor. By the next morning, the flags and airport windsock were .
standing straight out. A couple of us had balloons freshly back from annu NEXT ONE IS:
inspections, so we used the opportunity for a cold inflation to unwind knot SB35

and give kids a cloggp look at a balloon. Even tucked between the hangarg, ¢ K d\ZI_\_I‘E h“\’ E a, M P
the air was barely calm enough; only the little Re/Max balloon managedtol /[ & U | U Ua A‘ 1 O
stand, and only for a moment. Still, it was a great chance to visit, swap stories,

and consume some buckeyes. IYKYK. Fingers crossed for gentler breezes next

year.Photo Above & Right. ). 4() 3B )3350%

Reno's Wind -Whipped Weekend A View from the April Turner 12
The Great Reno Balloon Race, the WHAMOBASS Memorabilia 4
worl doés | aairdalmoning f Pat with Model Balloons GRBR  Next Month
event, marked its 45th anniversary t Club Officers & Committees 5
year with an expanded fotday format Balloon & Equipment for Sale 5

at Rancho San Rafael Regional Park ‘
had all the ingredients for a memorable celebration. The balloons were ready,
the crowds were ready, and the anniversary energy was tkiereut the wind
insisted on becoming part of the story.
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Thursday gave us the kind of start everyone hopes for, with all scheduled flights taking place. For an event
where we normally log plenty of hours, the new fourth day seemed like it would mean even more time in the air. By
early Friday morning, though, pilots and organizers already knew the event would be grounded. Saturday brought a
little more promise: Dawn Patrol launched and stayed tight for quite a while, but degrading shear left about half the
mass ascension balloons on the ground. By Sunday, the wind had made the decision clear again. A candlestick gave
the crowds something to enjoy for a while, and pilots had a welcome chance to talk with spectators and answer
guestions, but everyone was still on the ground wishing they were in the air.

Setting aside the weather, Renods 45th anniversar
to see one of our PCA members from the East Coast, Ron Thornton. Ron drove all the way from Massachusetts for
the anniversary and flew Dawn Patrol with his brother Dana. His orange and yellow Balloon Works is a larger
version of Peanuts Too, the balloon he and Ken O0O8Con
On a personal note, one of my fondest memories is that Ron was the first pilot to hand me a striker so | could do
my first inflation by myself. This year, Ron received the Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award for 50 years of LTA
flight. It was a real pleasure to congratulate him in person.

e = — : B » Montague is next up, and after that is
WHAMOBASS on October 18th!
Hereds hoping Mot her Na
on us i and that the next report
includes more flying, fewer windsocks
standing straight out, and just as many
good stories from the field.

Editor Comment: Ron Thornton also was
the man that put a striker in my hand to
inflate his very new balloon in 1979. So
Amazing!

Photos from Face book.
Below Ron Thornton from
BFA post

Congratulations to the Nevada State Hot Air Balloon
Champions:
1st place: Karalyn Mumm, Citrus in the Sky
2nd Place: Will Vavra, Good Morning Sunshine
3rd Place: Pat Irwin, Battle Born
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Ron Thornton

Tifty Years of Dedicated
Cervice in Aviafion Salety
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WHAMOBASS XXXIV

Aerostat Field Pass
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Pilatre de Rozier and d'Arlandes landing on the
Butte-aux-Cailles, 21st November, 1783. Drawing by
De Frene.
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Pilatre de Rozier and d'Arlandes landing among windmills on the Butte-aux-
Cailles, 2]st November, 1783. Taken from Sircos' and Pallier’s "Histoire des
Ballons” (history of balloons), 1876.
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Above is the Aerostat Field Pass from WHAMOBASS XXXIV

Next page is the back side with the History of Aerostation!

—1More WHAMOBASS Memorabilia!
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