Official Newsletter of the Pacific Coast Aeronauts
July - August 2022

By Suzanne Seiler
Held on the first Wednesday of oddnumbered months plus December.

Greetings Lighter-Than-Air Enthusiasts,
Firstly, my apologies for not getting this newsletter out in advance of our July
6th meeting. Although an email announcement was sent out to the membership
well in advance, only Linda Walton and I were in attendance. Some members and
friends were on extended trips either for a long 4th of July vacations or on
business; whatever the reasons, Linda and I had a fun time chatting and sharing a
bit of club and ballooning news with one another.
Recent weeks have seemed to be a slower than usual for balloon flights. Weather
has been a bit unusual for this time of year.
The Food Truck Fly-In (formerly Wings of History) in San Martin, just south of
San Jose, was winded out the weekend of May 21st. Linda Walton shares more
about this event on page 4.
Larry and I looked forward to helping out at the Sonoma County Hot Air
Balloon Classic (SCHABC) in Santa Rosa the first weekend in June. He was
scheduled to be a launch director and I was stationed at the information booth.
It was wonderful to see so many familiar faces — even if the balloons ended up
not flying. The SCHABC, back after a 3-4 year hiatus, had less than favorable
conditions on Saturday and a strong forecast for rain to such an extent that the
organizers made a tough decision late Saturday afternoon to cancel the event for
Sunday — and it did indeed rain! Public turn-out on Saturday looked great from
my vantage point in the booth. It was calm enough before dawn on Saturday for
the Glow and there were long lines for tether rides (next year I’m going to make
a BIG sign that says “Tether Balloon Rides,” with an arrow pointing in the
appropriate direction because 75%+ of the inquiries were about that). It was
calm enough for tethers to continue for at least a couple of hours but windy
conditions higher up going in the wrong direction caused flights to be cancelled.
The PCA’s own Melanee Scarborough, who is also on the board of the SCHABC,
and her team, worked very hard to get this event back and hopefully weather will
cooperate next year — and maybe at a time of year when the marine layer isn’t
as prevalent?

September 7 at 7pm PDT

Held quarterly Tuesdays @ 7pm
and as needed.
4/26; 7/19; 10/18; 12/20

members are invited
to attend all meetings
Current club members receive an email
with a link to attend meetings for free.
Dates are subject to change; in such rare
cases, members are notified via email.
Please see last page for officers,
committee chairs, contact and
additional club information.

Email newsletter contributions to:
PCA: pca@pcaballoons.org
or pca.suzseiler@gmail.com
PCA Mailing Address:
14938 Camden Ave., Suite 76
San Jose, CA 95124

Because Sunday’s event was
cancelled, Larry and I slept
in and then headed out on
what I called an exciting
PCA Flight Planning
“search trip.” As already
(pcaballoons.org)
mentioned, it had been
some years since we had
been to the Sonoma event. It was the one time of year when
we could usually be sure to get together with one of my
college roommates and her husband who lived in the
Sebastopol area and we always enjoyed those times no
matter how brief. But we had lost touch and I was finding it
continued on page 2
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View from the Board, continued

hard to get find her again. Some research on my part suggested they had moved from their long-time home, and
inconsistent news suggested her husband had passed away. Long story short(er), we left notes at what turned out
to be old and new addresses plus took a chance that her family still lived at the same place where she grew up.
What a surprise it was to drive up that long driveway through apple orchards and see her sister (whom we flew at
the Sonoma event many years earlier) and 98-year-old mom again! Unfortunately, we learned my roommate’s
husband had indeed passed away and that she was out of town for the weekend. But we got her cell phone
number, left a voice message, and an hour or so later, she called back while we were having a delicious breakfast in
a quaint downtown Sebastopol café. We’ve chatted by phone again and plan to get together in the near future.
Another special group in our lives are Don and Martha Jessup and family who sponsored us for 23 years at Reno.
We get together with them at least once a year while at the Reno event. In addition, we’ve celebrated Don and
Martha’s 50th, 60th and just last year, their 70th wedding anniversaries (complete with vow renewals)!. Their
daughter’s youngest daughter wasn’t even born the first year they sponsored us and in May of 2023 we’ll have the
privilege of attending her wedding.
These stories are just a couple of examples of the many blessings our ballooning adventures give us; meeting new
people and gathering with long-time friends are among the best things in life, aren’t they? Think of how many
friends you’ve made over the years at different events and how much you look forward to seeing them again next
time ‘round. So…. Have YOU had opportunities to fly and/or crew for flights? Have you tales of warm and
lasting relationships all because of your time spent ballooning? Since Larry and I haven’t owned a balloon for a
few years now, we aren’t “out there” as much as we used to be. And as the editor of this newsletter along with help
from Linda Walton, we — and our readers — quite honestly are thrilled to learn about your aerostation adventures
… the flights, people involved, and other activities you may have participated in during your trip.
Yes, your Facebook posts give us the highlights (typically, event and locale plus photos, occasionally sponsors and
crew named). Truth be told? We’d relish additional details about your travels to aerostation locales. Facebook posts
always include pictures and occasionally (well, more like rarely) describe something special about the flights or
entire trip. I encourage you to consider this YOUR NEWSLETTER and invite you to SHARE YOUR STORIES in as
much detail as you’d like whether in a photo spread alone or an article or both. See a few suggestions on page 5.
We’ll ALL enjoy hearing from you!

PCA Club General Meeting Minutes for May 4, 2022
Submitted by Melanee Scarborough
Call to order: 7:00pm
Attendees: Dave Wakefield, Linda Walton, Chuck (and Kyle) Weiscopf, Eileen Jones, Kelly Couch, Melanee Scarborough
CLUB BUSINESS:
1. Checking Account Balance — Treasurer, Linda Walton: $11,588.43
2. Newsletter articles about Deke and Kathy:
a. Sad we have lost these individuals.
b. Nice write-ups in the newsletter about Deke and Kathy.
c. Deke’s niece has some items that belonged to Deke that she is looking to re-home. Linda W. will send photos of
the items looking for homes and then Dave will share.
continued on page 3
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May Meeting Minutes, continued

d. Sharing experiences with Deke and John Terry.
e. Dave is going to take photos of the obits and put them on the PCA Facebook page.
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:
1. FOOD TRUCK FLY-IN: (formerly WINGS OF HISTORY) in San Martin will take place on May 21st various balloons are
welcome. Dave will have the ReMax balloon for tethers. Call-out for balloons see who can come and fly. One day for
flying. Dave will get something out to the club. Those interested in flying need to contact Jeanne. Note: the
announcement in the newsletter was a call-out for crew.
2. PCA received an email from a fixed wing pilot looking to fly balloons while waiting for her plane.
3. CHEDDARUP is working really good for the club, emails go to Linda regarding when money has been deposited.
FLYING REPORTS:
1. Wind has been really bad in order to have any flights up here in Northern California.
2. Chuck reported flights with Kylee Reeder (who flew Kyle) this past weekend with very light winds. Was able to box the
field in Lincoln and then went out again and took off about 4 miles out.
3. Dave put up a cold-air in Stockton in 16 mph gusts. Only flying he has gotten in has been on commercial jets.
4. Eileen got some flights in February with the system they brought here to California. Gary is currently in MS getting stuff
ready for a balloon race in Foley, AL. Eileen will be flying that and coming back to fly in San Martin.
5. Sonoma County Hot Air Balloon Classic is coming up. Newsletters talks about volunteers needed for the event.
6. Melanee shared about trying to fly with Bob in Clovis for Memorial weekend.
7. Dave will be doing a “Father’s Day Fly-In” on Father’s day weekend in Columbia.
8. Melanee brought up the Seattle Ballooning rescue of the couple that had been stranded on the water.
MOTION TO CLOSE (Linda): 8:03 p.m. …. Everyone gives a Hallelujah!
Let’s get out and flying!

#1.
#2.
#3.
#4.
#5.

Togetherness / Friendship
Events
New Members / Membership
Ballooning / Aerostation
Communication / Social Media /
Outreach

Ballooning has at its heart the joy of
lighter-than-air flight and friendship.
Our 2022 club goals provide focus for us to find ways
to organize regional fly-ins and other social gatherings.
You’re invited to share your ideas and participate in any
of our Club Goals.

Join the conversations during our club meetings every other month and/or contact your
Club Officers and Directors (see last page herein).
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San Martin Food Truck Fly-In Winded Out
By Linda Walton
As much as I enjoy visiting with my PCA and balloon friends, I hate being
on the launch field unable to fly. Or waiting to see if the wind is going to
lessen or change direction.
Before the May 21st Food Truck Fly-In (formerly the Wings of History event)
at the San Martin airport, I contacted three of my favorite pilots to see if the
weather was going to cooperate. If I remember correctly, the wind was
supposed to be out of the south at about 9 or 10 mph.
Well, we might have been able to fly at sunrise but by 7:30 I was helping
another person on Dana's crown line, trying to keep it from rolling across the
launch field. One of the pictures shows how much the RE/Max balloon was
affected by the wind.
Pilots who brought their balloons were Dave Wakefield, Dana Thornton,
Melanee Scarborough and Joseph Lamberti, Gary and Eileen Jones and Dave
Robinson. Many thanks for those pilots who drove out to San Martin.
PS. Dave Wakefield was successful in getting his trailer tire replaced before
leaving town.

BALLOON FEDERATION OF AMERICA
PO Box 400; Indianola, Iowa 50125

The BFA Board submitted a response to the FAA in regard to their Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) Aviation
Rulemaking Committee's report. That lengthy response can be read on the BFA website at the following link:
BVLOS Link . The BFA Board will continue conversations with appropriate contacts within the FAA in regard to this
issue.
Reminder: the 2022 BFA Safety Seminar Video became available May 2nd and will be available through May 2,
2023. Here is the link: https://www.bfa.net/events5/continuing-education-seminars/event/617-2022-bfa-onlinesafety-seminar-video. (Alternatively, you can go to the BFA website, click on Events, select Education Seminars, then
click the link for the 2022 safety seminar video). Per the BFA website, all their seminar videos may be viewed at no
extra cost by BFA members. Registration and fees are only needed if taking the seminar for insurance credit.
Contact the BFA for further information.
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PCA Club General Meeting Minutes for July 6, 2022
Submitted by Suzanne Seiler
CALL TO ORDER: 7:06pm
ATTENDEES: Linda Walton, Treasurer; Suzanne Seiler. Note: several members and officers who typically attend are
traveling or otherwise unable to attend.
CLUB BUSINESS:
1. Checking Account Balance — Treasurer, Linda Walton: $11,333.03
2. Board Members — Newsletter cover articles: months assigned will be slightly adjusted since Suzanne is taking care of
that for the July newsletter. Suzanne will email Board Members and assigned months may be updated at the next Board
of Director’s meeting (scheduled for Tuesday, July 19th at 7pm).
OLD BUSINESS: None at this time.
NEW BUSINESS: None for this meeting.
FLYING REPORTS:
1. The Food Truck Fly-In—May 21st (Linda): was winded out. A couple of balloons stood up for awhile but had to deflate
not much later due to the wind. Linda will write an article and share some pictures for the newsletter.
2. Sonoma County Hot Air Balloon Classic—June 3-5, 2022 (Suzanne): Inclement weather was forecast for the entire
weekend. Wind on the launch field Saturday morning was calm enough for a nice Glow Show and a couple hours of
tether flights. However, cloudy skies and winds aloft going in undesirable directions resulted in no balloon launches. The
public turn-out seemed good and at the information booth, many people commented they had missed the event not
taking place the last couple of years. The weather forecast for Sunday was almost 90% for rain, and the organizers made
the difficult decision late Saturday afternoon to cancel Sunday’s event (and it did rain).
3. Linda thought Alan Sanderson may have flown at the Tigard, OR event but didn’t have any details. She’ll ask to see if he
will write an article about it.
MOTION TO CLOSE: There was no further club business to discuss and after time for social conversation, Linda and
Suzanne mutually decided to conclude the “meeting” at 7:48pm.

Suggestions for Writing about Your Aerostation Adventures
Select and write about as many of these ideas as you’d like. Please include pictures and send all to
pca@pcaballoons.org. We’ll happily provide any assistance with regard to writing or editing your submissions.
⬧
⬧
⬧
⬧
⬧
⬧

Event name, dates and location
Who traveled with you?
How many balloons were there? Special shapes?
Did the weather cooperate?
What were the flight paths?
Unusual/special occurrences during flight or
crewing?
⬧ Special passengers, sponsors, landowners,
others?
⬧ Glows or Dawn Patrol?
⬧ Tailgating or restaurants fare? Special gettogethers for dinner?
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⬧ Adventures after flying (hiking, rafting,
sightseeing, historic sites, etc.). Or lovely naps?

⬧ How were your accommodations?
⬧ Special events/treats provided by the event.
⬧ Opportunities taken during travels to or from
the event.

⬧ Any thoughts about the event logistics/
organization? Will you go back next time?

⬧ Anything else?

Many Thanks!
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Board
Term
Expires
Year End

2022
Officers

Committee

Chairperson

Assistants

Awards

Linda Walton

Tom Sharpee

Patrick Moore

2022

Chair of BOD

Christmas Party

Linda Walton

Suzanne Seiler

David Wakefield

2023

President

Junior Balloonists

Jeanne Anson

Karalyn Mumm

Newsletter

Co-Chairs:
Suzanne Seiler &
Linda Walton

David Wakefield
And All
Members!

Member
Communications

David Wakefield

Larry Seiler

WHAMOBASS

Melanee
Scarborough

Montgolfier Gala

Melanee
Scarborough

Pending

Safety Seminar

Linda Walton

Suzanne & Larry
Seiler

Name & Email Addresses

pcamoore587@gmail.com
pca.dwake@gmail.com

Tom Sharpee

Vice President

tomsharpee@gmail.com

Linda Walton

2022

Treasurer

Suzanne Seiler

2023

Asst. Treasurer

Melanee Scarborough

2022

Secretary

Bob Locklin

2022

pca.lindaw@gmail.com
pca.suzseiler@gmail.com
pcamelanee@gmail.com
magicbob4u@hotmail.com

Jeff Downs

pcajeffd@gmail.com

2023

Quick links to many events in the
months ahead are available on our
website. Check them out at:
PCA Event(s) Calendar (pcaballoons.org)

GEFA FLUG AS105 GD-4
Thermal Airship
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