From the Board, continued.

The Official Newsletter of the
Pacific Coast Aeronauts
January 2022

By Pat Moore
Greetings fellow PCA members, pilots, crew, followers
all. I wish you all a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and
Happy New Year.
2021 has certainly been a challenging time for us
all. I’m sure each of us have been touched by the
pandemic either personally, through our work, our
families, friends, or our place of worship, etc. I want to
express my sincere condolences to those of you that
have been touched by the loss of a loved one or close
friend.
I would like to share with you a high-level view
of some of the exciting things that have occurred in 2021
and also what will be occurring in 2022. I say high-level
view because you should be hearing more from the
individual Committee Chairs on how their respective
committees are expanding the things they do or how they
operate.
In 2021 your Board of Directors reviewed and
updated the Club’s By-Laws (after numerous revisions)
and also added a much-needed Code of Conduct for PCA
members as an addendum. The Board passed these
changes and the addendum and submitted them to the
membership for approval. I’m happy to say that the
sizable portion of the membership reviewed them, and a
large number voted to approve. We exceeded the
percentage needed for approval by a sizable margin.
In December the Board met again to review and
approve a number of proposals for projects and changes
for 2022.

Sunrise times? And Flight
planning resources?
Follow this Link!

WHAT HAPPENED TO
MEMBER PLANET?
The PCA Board has been exploring the utilization of the
app "Member Planet", we have determined it is currently
not fitting the needs of our membership and the
functionality is not what we need it or want it to be. So
moving forward in 2022 we will be discontinuing
Member Planet as a service for the PCA membership.
We are exploring other options for members to be able
to pay dues online instead of mailing checks (I know
many of us do not use those anymore) and looking into
other social media outlets and online applications that
will suit the needs of our membership and our board.
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From the Board continued

Some of the projects that are in the works are the following:
• Develop a Social Media/Website/Communications protocol. I’m happy to say this is underway and we should see drafts and
a working document in early Q1 of 2022.
• Develop Operational Guidance for our Committee Chairs addressing communications with the Board, fiscal responsibilities,
etc. Again, work on this is underway and we should see drafts and a working document in early Q1 of 2022.
• Fiscal responsibility is always an operational guideline for the Board, and we continue to pursue a balanced budget practice.
• Communications – you should be seeing/getting some increased messaging, usually via email, from your Directors and
Committee Chairs. Expect that to continue as we head into 2022. One of the things you asked for was more
communications/information on Club activities and status.
• The Website is being updated and changes are afoot. There are many more links to reference material, flight planning,
weather, etc. A site for resale of ballooning related materials has been set up and should be operational in the very near
future.
• We are adding a new method for paying for things in the website store and it will used to renew you membership dues as
well. The cool thing is it costs the club no money to use this service.
Lastly, I would like to thank Jeanne Anson for all the years of service to the PCA and in particular the last few years for her
work on the Newsletter along with Suzanne Seiler and Linda Walton. Jeanne has decided to scale back her workload and focus
more on the local ballooning scene in South Dakota.
With that said, we are in need of several people that have an interest in helping put the newsletter together, gathering
materials, etc. If you have an interest, please contact me directly at puinnpq799@gmail.com. The sooner we can get you
working with the team/committee the better.
On another newsletter note the Board has elected to move to a scaled back version of the newsletter twice per
quarter. In other words, there will be a full-scale version of the newsletter for one month and two smaller versions the other
two months of every quarter. This should make it easier to put useful and vital information into your hands monthly.
With that I bid you good health, good flying, and God Speed for a safe and prosperous 2022.

On December 8th we lost a friend to ballooning, Patrick McGuinness. As someone who has flown into South
County Airport (San Martin Airport) for over a decade or 2 this smiling face greeted me many times. He would
help guide the crew to the landing site, lend a hand during the pack-up, give us advice and share more than a couple jokes along the way. When balloons launched at the airport he would welcome us and assist if we were low on crew.
I knew Patrick well. He will be missed greatly by those who
knew him. Fair winds, God Speed and rest in peace, Patrick!
From his Facebook page, written by his sister, Colleen:
On Friday we lost our dear brother, Patrick McGuinness. He
was a man that loved to laugh and making people laugh. He
was a wicked chess player and used to challenge the chess
team at school and win time and time again. He taught me
how to beat all his friends in backgammon but still gave me
big brother Charlie horses to keep me humble. He became an
avid photographer and loved trips to Yosemite and Monterey
with his dogs, Bailey, and then Buddy. He loved his job at the
airport with the planes and the work he did with Operation
Freedom Paws. He always had a smile or a funny story to
share with anyone that would listen. Raise an Irish Toast to
Patrick. He is loved and will be missed by many.
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
The rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
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Obituary Andrew
(Andy) Richardson

Bloomington - Andy Richardson, of Bloomington, passed away on
Monday, November 15th at Bloomington Hospital after a short illness. Andy was born on September 21st , 1986 to Sue Childress and
Jeff Richardson. He grew up in Bloomington and graduated in
2005 from Bloomington High School North.
Andy's great passion in life was hot air ballooning, and he spent
nearly all his time as a young child nurturing an obsession with all
things airborne. He integrated himself into the local ballooning
community, often whether they liked it or not. With the help of his
Uncle Bob, Andy bought his first hot air balloon when he was 14
years old, a single passenger experimental aircraft. This hot air balloon was so precious to him that he insisted on keeping the basket
in the living room - the family decorated it for the holidays.
In the intervening 21 years, Andy turned his passion into a profession, and his company, Adams Balloons, is one of the largest manufacturers of balloons in the United States and well-known for its
special shape creations and thermal airships. His ride company,
Bloomington Balloon Rides, fills the skies with balloons most fairweather nights. His goal was to make hot air ballooning a sport that all could enjoy - from manufacturing
affordable and durable hot air balloons for pilots to giving safe yet unforgettable rides to passengers across
the country.
Andy was an experienced commercial pilot, test pilot, certified balloon repair man, flight instructor, and
mentor to aspiring enthusiasts. He was especially proud of his latest accomplishment, becoming an FAAcertified Designated Pilot Examiner.
Andy participated by invitation in national and international festivals, including as one of two Americans
at the Age 30 and Under World Championships in Lithuania in 2012. He provided the balloon for the New
Horizons mirrored and lighted balloon art installation, shown across the state of Massachusetts. Andy was
also asked by the Smithsonian Institution to manufacture a balloon for their collection, which now resides
in the National Air and Space Museum. He also donated his time to Dream Catcher to construct their ADAaccessible balloon which has successfully given thousands of rides to mobility-challenged individuals. He
was the former president of the Montgolfier Society of Indiana Balloon Club, and an active member of two
New Mexico Lighter than Air ballooning clubs: the ABQ Aerostat Ascension Association and the Top Gun
Club.
Andy was a gifted storyteller, was tremendously generous and funny, and was very beloved by his family
and those who knew him. Andy is preceded in death by his maternal and paternal grandparents.
He is survived by his mother Sue Childress; father Jeff Richardson; his sisters and brothers-in-law, Jessica
(Thomas) Smith, and Jennifer Richardson and Fred Hubbard; a niece and nephew; Adam Dog, a 170 lb
Great Dane and his partner in crime; and a large extended family and friends network who are profoundly
saddened by his passing.
Arrangements are Saturday, November 20th at The Funeral Chapel of Powell and Deckard, 3000 E. Third
Street Bloomington, Indiana. Visitation is from 10:00 am until 11:30 am. Services begin at 11:30 am.In lieu
of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the MCCSC Foundation (https://mccsfoundation.org/),
the Mid-Atlantic Great Dane Rescue (https://www.magdrl.org/ ), or the charity of your choice. The family
welcomes you to share pictures, videos, and memories at http://www.andyslifealoft.com.
Memories of Andy and online condolences may be shared at www.thefuneralchapel.net
Posted online on November 17, 2021
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By David Wakefield
As if 2020 didn’t present enough difficulty,
getting WHAMOBASS off the ground (pun
intended) was really a challenge this year as
well. The hurdles we had to jump to continue at Coaling Station A, became too much to
manage. We made several attempts at
scheduling at other locations, but were
thwarted by fog, wind and rain, and we
needed another solution. The PCA Board
decided we would call on everyone to make
a WHAMOBASS flight, whenever and wherever the conditions would allow and share it
with the club.
I was planning to head down to Fresno for
Scorch’s holiday party and decided hauling the RE/
MAX trailer there was a great idea. My plan was
to fly in Tracy on my way down on Saturday, then
fly in Clovis/Fresno on Sunday morning. Weather
was once again getting in my way. Fog was everywhere all week long. When it cleared, it was raining, right up to Friday morning when the water finally stopped. Sadly, Tracy was going to be windy
again, so I was looking for an alternative. MORGAN HILL?
Weather was looking great for a Saturday
morning flight at San Martin Airport. Sadly, everyone else was tied up with holiday planning, so I
would have the only balloon attending. Pat Moore
and Linda Walton said they could come out to
help, and I was able to round up some RE/MAX
people from Morgan Hill as well. We had a team!
After a 2 ½ hour drive to San Martin, the forecast proved to be spot
on. Almost no wind, no fog and no rain. We set up on a clear area
of the tarmac for what would turn out to be one of my slowest
flights of the year. This was a WHAMOBASS flight, so we gathered
together and did our traditional “Aerostation” cheer, then set off for
a great flight with Linda Walton and Rob Ellis of RE/MAX flying with
me.
RE/MAX is all about visibility, and they got it that morning. We
worked over to the US 101 freeway and then tracked alongside it
for the entire flight. We flew north for 1 ½ hours and only covered
3 miles, finally taking down in the driveway of Bethel Baptist Church
on Tennant Ave. at US 101.
After a great breakfast with Pat and Linda, I refueled and was off to
Clovis for the party at Chateaux Chardonnay and hopefully, another
WHAMOBASS celebration flight the next morning.
Scorch’s party was a fabulously great time. This was my first time at
Dexter’s Holiday Party and I was so thankful to be able to make the
trip this year. Thanks to Scorch for sharing his home and making so
many people happy.
Sunday morning wasn’t as kind to us as San Martin. Weather was coming, and I decided not to fly. We had a great team with
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CONTINUED...

Magic Bob, Rachel White, Laura Gimbarti,
John Najera, Lindsay Hall and Alexis, and
we did manage to put the RE/MAX balloon
up at Institute of Technology, where Magic
Bob teaches. Opening up with our
WHAMOBASS “Aerostation” cheer, we
inflated and kept the balloon up for another 1 ½ hours before the gusty winds
forced us to deflate.
Big THANKS to everyone who
helped out. It wasn’t the perfect
WHAMOBASS weekend, but we got in
one great flight and were able to wiggle an extra opportunity on Sunday in
spite of the weather challenges, it was very much worth the effort.
AEROSTATION!!

Without you, we are hitchhikers!

Every flight is a unique adventure for the crew,
some are very easy, others are extremely challenging!
The photo on the right highlights the fun and
games the crew can be faced with when chasing.
Gary Moore said the crew beat him to the landing
site, which was perfect because he "needed the
catch." Gary’s Crew Katrin Phillips provided the
chase map on the far right. (used with permission
from Gary)
THANKS TO THE CREW!
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.

Holiday Party was hosted by
Kelly and Jana Couch in Forest
Grove on December 18, 2021.
A good time was had by all.

Thank You Kelly & Jana!!

Kaylynn contributed the photos.

Pacific Coast Aeronauts
Meeting Minutes — December 1, 2021
Submitted by Jeanne Anson, Secretary

Call Meeting Order by Dave Wakefield At 7:00pm
Attendees: Dave W. , Jeanne, Tom, Chuck W, Linda Walton, Suzanne S., Paul Heiken, Kelly & Janna
1. Minutes: No approval since Newsletter with Minutes isn’t up on Website yet.
2. Treasurers Report: $ 11,284.26 Balance –no change -Motion by Jeanne A., 2nd by Susanne S. -- all approved.
3. Old Business

a. Election for the officers was announced since most of the board is at the meeting.
b. Holiday Party Kelly and Jana are hosting December 18, 2021. Starting about noon. Gift Exchange is
Optional.
c. Vote on By-Laws - Please accept. Dec 13 at Noon.
d. WHAMOBASS will be sometime in December. Maybe this coming Saturday.

4. New Business:
a. No New Business
5. Flying Reports: (not much flying in the last month)
a. Dave plans trying to fly this weekend. Fly Tracy next Dec 11.

b.
c.
d.

Jeanne is flying this Saturday.
Pat is planning on flying this weekend in Gallup.
Kelly is flying his Moony.

6. Future Rallies:
a. Flying in Fresno on the Dec 12. Not a rally.

b.
c.

Gallup Balloon Rally - Pat talked about flying in Gallup. Very cold temps at 7K. Limited access.
Havasu Balloon Rally and Festival. January 20-23.

7. Motion to adjourn meeting: Jeanne made a Motion to Adjourn, Jeff 2 nd. All approved. 8:04pm meeting adjourned by
President Dave Wakefield
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Pacific Coast Aeronauts
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes — December 15, 2021
Submitted by Patrick Moore

Board Members: ☐ Jeff Downs (JD) ☒ Dave Wakefield (DW) - Pres ☒ Pat Moore (PM)
☒ Melanee Scarborough (MS) ☐ Suzanne Seiler (SS) ☒ Linda Walton (LW) ☒ Bob Locklin (BL)
Secretary: ☒ Jeanne Anson (BoD and Club Meetings) V Pres - ☒ Tom Sharpee
Guests: None Called to order: 1804 hours
1. Last BoD Meeting Minutes - discussion / changes / approved as published
2. Treasurer’s Report - $11,424.26
A. Cheddar Up – when will it be up and running? (https://www.cheddarup.com)
1.
Action Item: Linda will have it up and running by the end of December.
2.
Action Item: Linda work with Dave to get the link up on the website
B. 2022 Budget – when will we have the proposed budget for review?
A. Action Item: By January 7-10, 2022
C. Roster – proposal
1. Master roster maintained current in online secure location. Linda suggested Drop box that was set up for the club.
2. BoD and Officers have access to roster for reference only. Agreed, no objections from BoD
3. Last day of each month the Treasurer will notify the BoD if any changes have occurred in the previous month and will
have posted the 0most current roster in the folder/site. Prior to the end of the month the roster will be considered
“draft” for all intent and purposes. Linda will be working with Tom Rossi on the Roster. That way the last current
roster is no older than ~30 days old. Agreed, no objections.
4. Use of Roster for mailings, surveys, etc., will be subject to and covered under the Social/Media Policy. Agreed by all.
3. New Business A. Voting results emailed to Board December 13th. Everyone rec’d the email with the results.
B. By-Laws—Board approval – Board Approved / club approved Just noted for reference
1. Next review date: Start Q3 2022 with update completed by first week in Q4. Agreed, no objections from BoD
2. Does the Club Membership need to approve minor or no changes? Was agreed that minor changes can be approved by BoD, need not involve a membership vote.
3. Do we post to protected section of the website (with link to Membership) or send to membership? Agreed that
there will be no public facing link. Other clubs have moved to the same practice. The roster will be for BoD
and Officer use only. If a member requests a copy of the roster, it can be supplied in PDF form only, and will the
express message that is not copied, shared, distributed, etc.
When Linda and Tom Sharpee survey the membership (in next 30 days) they will specifically ask each member if
they agree to having their membership information (name, email, contact number) shared with ONLY club
members.
4. Content shown on roster for membership is: name, email, contact number, City/State. Agreed, no objections.
C. Member Planet is to be removed due to it not filling the club’s needs as discussed in Oct. BOD meeting.
Action Item: Melanee will script the proposed verbiage and share with BoD for review.
D. Committee Operational Guidance:
1. Adopt/create a written guidance document by which all the committees and their respective Chairs can operate by.
Agreed, no objections from BoD
2. Propose a draft by end of January. Agreed, no objections from BoD.
Action Item: Pat to try for a draft by 2nd week of Jan. so it can be discussed at the BoD meeting on January 18 th.
E. Social/Media Policy – Website and Facebook (Never really resolved this issue)
1. Content Agreed, no objections from BoD
2. Posting authority Agreed, no objections from BoD
3. FB Agreed, no objections from BoD
4. Website Agreed, no objections from BoD
5. Club primary POC Agreed, no objections from Bo
F. Proposed goals /projects for 2022 – list out and prioritize. Provided by Melanee. Will be added to BoD meeting
agenda for reference going forward.
#1) Togetherness/ Friendship
#2) Events
#3) New Members/Membership
#4) Ballooning / Aerostation
#5) Communication / Social Media / Outreach
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continued from page 7

G. Newsletter – proposed change to format and distribution
1. Proposal: Agreed, no objections from BoD
A full featured newsletter gets published the last week of the following months: February, May, August, November. The remaining months of January, March, April, June, July, Sept, October, and December would be a 1–2page (double sided if needed) summary/synopsis of anything that has happened in the preceding 30 days also published in the last week of the respective month.
4. Appointed Positions
A. Chair of the BoD – Pat Moore - Motion made by DW, seconded by LW, passed with no objections.
B. President – Dave Wakefield – no additional volunteers - passed with no objections.
C. VP – Tom Sharpee - no additional volunteers - passed with no objections.
D. Secretary – Jeanne is stepping down. Melanee has stepped up to give it a try. This will be Secretary for BoD meetings
and PCA meetings. Passed with no objections.
E. Treasurer – Linda Walton - no additional volunteers - passed with no objections.
F. Committee Chairs:
1. WHAMOBASS – Melanee - Agreed, no objections from BoD
2. Jr. Balloonist – Jeanne - Agreed, no objections from BoD
3. Xmas Party – Linda - Agreed, no objections from BoD
4. Safety Seminar – Linda - Agreed, no objections from BoD
5. Awards – Magic Bob - Agreed, no objections from BoD
6. Montgolfier – Melanee - Agreed, no objections from BoD
7. Communications – Dave - Agreed, no objections from BoD
8. Newsletter – Jeanne is stepping down. That leaves Suzanne and Linda on the committee, and no Chair.
Given the new proposed (and agreed upon) newsletter publishing format, we are in need of a Chair that can
fulfill that requirement.
Action Item: solicit membership for a Newsletter Committee Chair – Pat
5. For the good of the order (no particular order)
A. DW – nothing, Merry Christmas, be safe
B. JD – not on call
C. LW - nothing, Merry Christmas, be safe
D. PM - Action Item: Letter to Membership for January newsletter – Pat Merry Christmas, be safe
E. SS – not on call
F. RL – left call to go back to students
G. MS - nothing, Merry Christmas, be safe
H. TS - nothing, Merry Christmas, be safe
I. JA – sorry, power was out during the meeting, Pat took the minutes! Merry Christmas, be safe!
6. Motion to adjourn:
A. Moved – Linda W.
B. Seconded – Dave W.
C. Closed at: 1917 hours Pacific local time

REPORT FROM THE
2021 GALLUP EVENT!

Photo from Facebook: Debby Young
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Event information in this newsletter is compiled from several resources, and is not to
be considered as an endorsement by the PCA, its respective officers or members.
Please advise us at pca@pcaballoons.org if you have new or different information than what is posted below.

Balloon Training Academy
2021 Safety Seminar

BFA 2021 Online Safety Seminar
Beginning April 24, 2021: videos are available to
registered BFA members (join then register).

Free 100% online self-paced seminar that can be completed
whenever and wherever you are.

Balloon Federation of America
Registration Re-Opened August 1, 2021
Capital Plaza Hotel & Convention Center ~ Topeka, Kansas

Event Symposium: April 6-7, 2022
National Convention: April 7-9, 2022

Convention/Symposium Postponed to 2022 - Balloon Federation of America (bfa.net)

FAA Sponsored FAST
Seminars Online
click here

GEFA FLUG AS105 GD-4
©
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March 26, 2022
pca@pcaballoons.org

1998 Head AX8-88
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Lake Havasu Balloon Rally & Fair
January 20– 23rd, 2022
Lake Havasu, AZ
Official Havasu Balloon Festival and
Fair | Next Event on Jan 2022

2001 Cameron 'Shoe 90
Downwind Chase

2022 PCA Committees

Name & Email Addresses
Patrick Moore
pcamoore587@gmail.com
David Wakefield
pca.dwake@gmail.com
Tom Sharpee
tomsharpee@gmail.com
Linda Walton
pca.lindaw@gmail.com
Suzanne Seiler
pca.suzseiler@gmail.com
Melanee Scarborough
pcamelanee@gmail.com
Bob Locklin
magicbob4u@hotmail.com
Jeff Downs
pcajeffd@gmail.com

Year
Term
Expires

Officers

2022

Chair of BOD

2023

President

Committee

Chairperson

Assistants

Awards

Linda Walton

Tom Sharpee

Christmas Party

Linda Walton

Suzanne Seiler

Junior Balloonists

Jeanne Anson

Karalyn Mumm

Newsletter

Co-Chairs:
Linda Walton &
Suzanne Seiler

David Wakefield
And All
Members!

Member
Communications

David Wakefield

Larry Seiler

Vice President
2022

Treasurer

2023

Asst. Treasurer

2022

Secretary

Melanee
Scarborough
Melanee
Scarborough

WHAMOBASS
Montgolfier Gala

2022

Safety Seminar

2023

Pilot Briefings:
Tools to Plan Your Flight

Linda Walton

Pending
Suzanne & Larry
Seiler

Disclaimer

M E M BE R S H I P A P P L I C A T I ON / R E N E W A L
Membership & Merchandise:

Cost:

• Pilot or Crew:

$25.00

• Family Membership:

$35.00

• For Postal Delivery of the Newsletter:

$5.00

• PCA Pins:

$5.00

1 for $3.00 or 2 for

• WHAMOBASS #50 Pins:

$10.00

• Shipping for Pins:

$1.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED:

$____________

Please make checks payable to:

Pacific Coast Aeronauts
Mail to:
Linda Walton — Treasurer
Pacific Coast Aeronauts
14938 Camden Avenue, Suite 76
San Jose, CA 95124

Please print clearly. You may use this form to update your contact information as well.

_____Pilot _____Crew

*May we share your contact info in membership roster (PCA members access only)? Yes___ No___
Name (s): _______________________________________________________________________________
Address:

_______________________________________________________________________________
(Number)

Phone —
Email:

©

please check preferred:

(Street)

(Apt)

❑ (Home) _______________________ ❑

(City)

(State)

(Zip)

(Mobile) ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
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